Striatal calcium channel antagonist receptors in Huntington's disease and Parkinson's disease.
The density of calcium channel antagonist receptors labeled by (+)-[3H]PN 200-110 was reduced by 75% in striata from patients with Huntington's disease, but unchanged in patients with Parkinson's disease, compared with control subjects. These receptors are therefore likely to be localized to neurons with cell bodies in striatum, rather than nigrostriatal nerve terminals or glia, and their loss may contribute to the pathophysiology of basal ganglia disorders.